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Mistaken 
Sexuality 


By John Coulbourn 


In the flurry of excitement sparked by the news that a group of American scien- 
tists have once again embarked on a search to find the so-called ‘gay gene— 
considering how long the hunt has been going on, it is safe to assume that they 
don’t stock it in the average Levi’s outlet-—the ongoing escapades of two closet 
cases who have found themselves hoisted so high on their own petards that they 
could probably polish the lens of the Hubble Space Telescope while they are up 
there—has not, it seems earned them the attention they so richly deserve. 


The first, of course, is U.S. Senator Larry Craig, who made headlines earlier this 
summer after pleading guilty to a reduced charge after being busted in a men’s 
room in the Minneapolis airport for soliciting sex from an undercover police 
officer. 


Now normally the story of Craig’s entrapment would have sparked more than 
a degree or two of outrage within the Gay community, many of whom might have 
found themselves wondering if, in a post-9/11 world, the police couldn’t find 
anything better to do with their workday at an airport than harass travelers 
desperate to fly funny-business class for a while to break up the monotony of a 
long voyage. 

But not this time, because everybody it seems was too busy eating up the story 
of Craig’s humiliation with a spoon.What made this story so delicious, of course, 
was the fact that Craig is not only a Republican Senator but an outspoken 
opponent of gay rights to boot, all of which conspired to lend a lip-smacking edge 
of irony to his fall from grace, ensuring in the process that he’d get scant sympathy 
from folks in the gay community. 


But just as the media furor was beginning to die down in the wake of Craig 
insisting after the fact that he was innocent on all charges,Craig himself seemed 
to decide that it was time to poke around in the coals and get the fires of contro- 
versy burning bright again. To that end, not only did he back out of his promise to 
resign his seat, he and his long-suffering little woman sat down for an intimate 
prime time chat with NBC’s Matt Lauer. It was a session that not only afforded 
Craig the opportunity to deny that he is, or ever has been, gay and lamely insist 
that he was merely in the washroom to do his business and further that he was 
most certainly not playing footsie with the cop who arrested him but was fastid- 
iously trying to avoid the pain and humiliation of walking out of the washroom 
with a piece of toilet tissue stuck to his heel. And, while he stopped short of 
conjuring images of a conspiracy by liberal police officers to smear his upstanding 
reputation as a righteous defender of all things right and wonderful, he seemed 
totally oblivious to the piece’s greatest accomplishment. That would, of course, be 
the fact that the whole exercise has no doubt done his reputation far more harm 
than good, affording Lauer and his cohorts the opportunity to dredge up all sorts 
of rumour and innuendo that has swirled around the good Senator for years. 


As luck would have it, Craig’s story played out in some sort of sad minuet with 
another bizarre case of ‘mistaken’ sexuality emanating this time from the 
hallowed halls of the Vatican no less, where one Monsignor Tommaso Stenico 
appeared on Italian television insisting that it was perfectly okay for him to have 
sex with boys. And, while Stenico had had the forethought to insist that his face 
be obscured so that bossboy Benedict and his henchman wouldn’t recognise him, 
he forgot that a man is known not just by the company he keeps but the office 
he keeps as well. 


One look at the furniture in the background and Tommaso was toast, 
suspended by the Pope from his duties at the Vatican—and we aren’t talking the 
kind of suspension that is considered foreplay in the wide, wise world of S&M 
either. 


Once busted, Stenico borrowed a page from the Craig’s playbook insisting that 
he—an official with a church who insists on labelling homosexual activity of any 
sort as “intrinsically disordered”—was not gay. He was, he went on to add, merely 
posing as a gay man in order to ferret out “those who damage the image of the 
church with homosexual activity”. He was also completely oblivious, it seems, to 
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SPECIAL SOMEONE 
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those who damage the church by 
breaking the commandment against 
bearing false witness. 


The irony here, of course, is that if 
the gay community had any say in it at 
all, we'd no doubt support these guys 
claims that they aren’t gay, ‘cause 
frankly, we aren’t that desperate for 
members. 


Unfortunately, we have to play the 
cards that are dealt us—but I’m 
starting to think that instead of chasing 
all over hell’s half acre in search of the 
gay gene, maybe the funsters in the 
whacky world o’science might be well 
advised to look into the seemingly 
obvious correlation between 
extended periods of time in the closet 
and utter brain rot. 


Because even if they do find the gay 
gene, it’s not going to change any 
minds in the American Republican 
party or amongst their mouth- 
breathing counterparts here in the 
great white north, all of whom get 
more than a little cranky whenever 
their vision of the world is muddied up 
with scientific fact. And furthermore, 
the Catholic Church should be a lot 
more concerned with the jeans their 
priests are still trying to get into, 
rather than the genes they might be 


carrying. W 
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n The Move 


By Sean McLennan 


November Ist, AIDS Calgary opened the doors of their new home on the 
other side of downtown: 110, 1603 |0th Ave. SW. They had been at their 
previous location on |5th Ave. and Center St. for many years and finally their 
lease and options to renew ran out. Although, such a huge change can be quite 
a burden for any organization, let alone a not-for-profit, it can also be a positive 
opportunity for development—this is the spirit in which the team at AIDS 
Calgary took the challenge. 


Susan Cress, the executive director of AIDS Calgary—or more properly AIDS 
Calgary Awareness Association—and Capri Rasmussen, the Team Leader of 
Client Services, shared some of the challenges of their search with us; the organ- 
ization had some tight requirements for their new location which were all the 
harder to meet in Calgary’s booming real estate climate. The first was space; they 
were unwilling to compromise the services AIDS Calgary provides the commu- 
nity to accommodate a physical location. Accessibility was vitai—they wanted to 
stay in the inner city where they are closer to clients that rely on public transit. 
Of course cost is always a big factor; the not-for-profits have a hard time 
competing with the corporations and up-scale condos for space downtown. It 
would be surprising if the current developments in and around Victoria Park and 
the commensurate increase in property values aren’t partly responsible for AIDS 
Calgary having to move in the first place. 


They started the search early—last January—and despite the constraints, 
luckily found a location that not only satisfies the requirements but, according to 
Cress and Rasmussen, actually allows for an improvement in the services they 
provide—they are quite excited about the new space. 


The building is a non-profit complex just west of |4th St and south of 
downtown, near MoneyPennies. They'll be sharing the building with the Aboriginal 
Resource Centre and Awo-Taan Family Centre. It is only slightly larger, but, signif- 
icantly, it comprises two floors and the ground floor has street access. That allows 
for a better functional division of the space—downstairs can be devoted to client 
services and upstairs to the more administrative side of the operation. In fact, 
downstairs will now be known as the “Calgary Cares Centre”—although there 
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will be no change to the branding of AIDS Calgary Awareness Association, the 
hope is that the combination of store-front level access and more generic signage 
will make the center less intimidating to enter, and enhance client privacy. Overall, 
Cress and Rasmussen believe the space is more conducive to putting clients at 
ease. 


In terms of accessibility, the new location is a little further from the LRT, but 
only a couple of blocks from the | 4th St. corridor which is covered by a number 
of bus routes. The area also has two-hour street parking which the old location 
lacked and it’s close to the Greyhound bus station which is more convenient for 
people traveling in from rural areas. Ultimately, it’s as good or better for most 
people to get to. 


The move, admirably, only 
resulted in less than a two-week 
interruption of their regular 
client services between 
October 20th and October 
3Ist. It didn’t interfere at all 
with any of their larger sched- 
uled events like the AIDS Walk 
For Life held at the end of 
September or the upcoming 
holiday hamper program. Make 
no mistake though, it was by no 
means a simple accomplish- 
ment; the continuity is due to 
the hard work of people who 
are willing to put in the extra 
effort and who have the organi- 
zational skills to get it done 
efficiently. 


A move of this magnitude also 
comes with a significant price 
tag—keep that in mind the next 
time you have a chance to 
contribute to AIDS Calgary— 
and if you can, maybe kick in a 
little more to help offset their added expenses this year. 


Chris & Susan from AIDS Calgary 


Putting together and delivering the holiday hampers while settling into their 
new digs will undoubtedly be more challenging this year than usual, so perhaps 
try and direct a little more effort in that direction in the coming months. The 
hampers are for individuals and families living with HIV/AIDS and include all the 
makings for a Christmas dinner plus other sundries to help sustain people over 
the winter months. You can make financial donations or donations of non-perish- 
able food items, clothing, toiletries, food vouchers, gift certificates, books, school 
supplies, bus tickets, phone cards, or games and toys. They will also need volun- 
teers to help deliver the hampers. 

For more information about AIDS Calgary Awareness Association, any of its 
services or to volunteer or make donations they can be reached at: 


#110, 1603 10th Ave. SW, Calgary, Alberta T3C 0J7 
(403)508-2500 
aidscalgary.org 
info@aidscalgary.org 
To get to the new location on Calgary transit, there are a few options: 
* The #17 bus stops at | 1th Ave. and 5th or 16th St. 
* From the Center Street or Ist Street LRT station, catch the #6 near 
The Bay on Ist Street and get off at | 1th Ave. and 14th St. 


* Take the #414, |4th St. Crosstown bus and get off at 14th St. and | 2th Ave. 
vV 


Sean McLennan is a native Calgarian with (nearly) a PhD in Linguistics and Cognitive 
Science from Indiana University, where he was heavily involved in GLBT education. He 
currently has a full time gig in software for mobile technology. 
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Grand Prize Winners of Trip for Two to Vienna 


‘ 
: We both found Vienna a fabulous city with great architecture, beautiful parks . 
and gardens and friendly people. An evening at the Eagle Bar proved to be Presidential super-hero a : 
an Interesting evening as they treat visitors very well. : 
We would like to thank your magazine and all those at Outlooks 
that made this trip possible and the Austrian National Tourist Office 
who were very accommodating in all the arrangements of our trip. 
Vienna is a city we would certainly recommend to those who like to ove. 
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Vienna, AU PT . Ms. Gay 
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Queer Youth Tell Their Stories 


By Dale Smith 


The title of Gloria Filax’s book, Queer Youth in the Province of the “Severely 
Normal” borrows a line from former Alberta premier Ralph Klein during his 
opposition to including sexual orientation in the provincial human rights code. 
Filax, interested in the effects of the cultural discourse in which queer youth in 
Alberta found themselves in the fraught period of the nineties when the issue 
raged in the province, undertook a study of just how queer youth were managing 
in Klein’s “severely normal” Alberta. 


“The book came out of my doctoral dissertation, at the University of Alberta 
in Educational Policy Studies,” Filax explains. The book looks at the period from 
around 1992 to 1998, largely during the time of the DelwinVriend case, and most 
especially at the height of the moral panic stirred up by the ever-present Alberta 
Report magazine. 


For part of her research, Filax placed ads seeking youths willing to come 
forward to tell their stories, including in Outlooks. 


“It’s always hard to get people to respond to that kind of social science 
research call for ‘come and talk to me and tell me your life experiences,” Filax 
says. As well as ads in alternative and queer press, Filax also put ads in places 
where she thought queer youth might frequent, as well as letting the gay and 
lesbian community centres in Calgary and Edmonton know that she was looking 
for people willing to talk to her about their experiences. 


“| had about twenty-five people who contacted me, and then | ended up inter- 
viewing somewhere in the range of fifteen of them,” Filax says. “We were doing 
a very detailed kind of interview process—it wasn’t ‘I have a set of questions, | 
want you to answer them.’ It was really trying to get people to talk about what 
was important to them, what kinds of things were happening to them in schools, 
and what their families were like, whether there was support there or not. 
Mostly | wanted those people participating tell me what they thought was impor- 
tant in their lives.” 


Some of what Filax’s research turned up was the invisibility of queer youth in 
schools, and in our heteronormative society, adults believe that youth are neither 
queer nor anything other than sexually innocent, which is not always the case. In 
fact, Filax says that according to the professionals, there’s not many queer youth 
in their schools. 


“What | ended up showing was the heaviness of discourses in the lives of queer 
youth,” Filax says. “When it came down to it, they were such a diverse group of 
people in spite of gender and sexuality that it’s a problem with group identity, that 
queer people are all alike and we bond across queerness. What we experience 
in common is homophobia and heterosexism, and with youth | wanted to argue 
that there’s a way that youth are categorised through social science discourse 
that assumes all kinds of things about them, so that’s another heavy discourse in 
one’s life, so that’s what | was demonstrating in the book—that you are not going 
to be able to categorically say here—is this group queer youth and this is what 
they’re like. Because we're not all alike.” 


One of the most interesting sections of Queer Youth is the way in which Filax 
takes a look at the public culture in the province that the Alberta Report created. 


“The Alberta Report was a magazine in schools,” Filax reminds us of the now- 
defunct publication. “Certainly distributed widely to pretty much everywhere in 
the province with these screaming, but very campy headlines—so there’s a way 
they were trading on a gay male culture in my mind.” 


“For some queer people, it was hilarious, and oftentimes for me reading the 
Alberta Report it was hilarious,” Filax says. “But living through the Delwin Vriend 
decision when that came down from the Supreme Court of Canada, living in 
Alberta as a queer person, if | had been reading that stuff | probably would have 
left the province.” 


The effect that these kinds of headlines create are part of what Filax examines 
in her research. “I think that it was pretty horrible,” she says. “I would call it 
state-sanctioned homophobia the way that the provincial government politi- 
cians—whose voices are far more powerful in the pubic sphere than youth 
voices—were able to make some pretty horrific and homophobic statements and 
get away with it, and that actually created a culture in which it was okay for right- 
wing fundamentalist Christians to be homophobic in a very public way.” 


Queer youth, even those with supportive families and friends in an unsup- 
portive world, found themselves in a backdrop of this homophobia. “That kind of 
thing didn’t happen in quite the same way in other provinces—Alberta was quite 
unique—and even into the marriage debate, Albertans at the political level were 
making some fairly serious statements about homosexuality into public spaces, 
and that trickles down and sort of saturates other discussions. So even if you 
don’t agree with marriage as a queer person, as a straight kind of institution, how 
could you say anything against it within that culture, because you're defending 
being a queer person as much as anything.” 


“| think that within a 
country that prides 
itself on human rights, 
on liberal-mindedness 
and _ progressiveness, 
within Alberta for a 
particular group of 
people it produced a 
particularly ugly public 
culture from which to 
engage other people 
and oneself.” 


As for schools that 
continue to treat queer 
youth as invisible, and 
who continue to blame 
the victims for the 
harassment they are 
subjected to,  Filax 
doesn’t see much 
change since the period 
she examined in her 
study. 


“| think it’s an 
ongoing issue when you 
look at some of the 
research that’s done on 
harassments or the 
kinds of homophobic statements[that] are made in schools,” she says. “I also 
think that it also depends on the context. There are some schools that are great, 
and who do things like gender-bender days and there’s a real effort on the part 
of the professionals to make these friendly and inclusive spaces, and there are 
other schools in the province that there’s complete denial that there’s any queer 
youth in their schools—or even the possibility of questioning youth. There’s a 
refusal to engage any kind of issue on sexuality because they don’t want to upset 
the parents, so there’s all of that going on. Then there’s some youth who have so 
much incredible personal support from their family and their larger community 
of friends that they can be in schools and take up space, and rightly so, in a way 
that will confront some of the negative attitudes that are still out there.” 


Filax presently works through Athabasca University as a professor of Equality 
Studies in the Master of Arts, Integrated Studies programme. Now that the book 
is out, she hopes that the stories within it will gain some recognition. 


“The one where the young dyke has cracked ribs [from being slammed into a 
locker]—that’s a real incident, and that didn’t happen that long ago,” she says. 
“[The book] was to sort of get those stories out and say to people in the 
province these things have happened in the past five or ten years, and will likely 
continue to happen if people don’t take seriously the ways in which we negotiate 
our public spaces in our schools, and don’t take seriously that we have students 
who are positioned very differently and need adults to start coming through on 
policies and the ways in which they believe the world should run.” W 
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Charlie David and Jesse Archer 


Gay, Glam and Gritty /ravele 
with Jesse Archer 


By Roy Heale 


An actor, author, screen-writer and columnist, Jesse Archer is one very talented gay 
man who has already achieved much success and seems destined for even more in 
the not too distant future. You may recall him from his role as Luke in the surprise 
hit gay movie Slutty Summer (2004) or the spin-off released this past summer A Four 
Letter Word, which he co-wrote with Casper Andreas and co-starred with Outlooks 
columnist Charlie David. Previously he also starred in the movies Hustler WP and Boy 
Culture. Or perhaps you've read his columns in Out Magazine where he is a regular 
contributor. 

Now you can read his new book You Can Run—Gay,Glam, And Gritty Travels In South 
America—released this past summer—based upon his journey and adventures 
through South America. Described as the witty and gritty travel adventures of 
wanderlusty gay men in South American culture, this book is guaranteed to make you 
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laugh and once you begin reading the first page you will 
have difficulty putting it down until you’ve finished the last 
word. 

After living in Paris in 1998 and then returning to 

Portland, Oregan in 1999, Archer ended up as a hotel 
valet parking attendant. However, Archer was looking for 
a new adventure. He wanted to be somewhere more 
remote and less refined—someplace gritty. He wanted to 
prove to his parents and everyone else that he wasn’t 
prissy! He was in a hurry for a new experience and he 
packed his bags and headed for South America with his 
best friend Zane. During his travels he kept a hand- 
written journal which eventually became the basis for 
this new book. 

Recently Outlooks caught up with Archer at his New 
York apartment for an exclusive interview about his life, 
passions and travels to date. 

Outlooks: Why South America? 

Archer: Well, | wanted to learn Spanish. I’d already 
been to Europe—really anyone can do Europe—I wanted to do something different, 
something that not everybody can or does do. | had visions of jungles, hot Latin nights 
and adventures. 

Outlooks: As a flamboyant gay traveller who loves glam and glitter how did you 
survive without showers, mirrors and flush toilets? 

Archer: (laughs) Well | may be flamboyant but I’m not prissy. | guess glamour isn’t 
important to me at all. If | can have a little eye liner in the jungle that’s all | really need. 
| don’t need comfort. Real great experiences have very little to do with comfort, so 
that is my philosophy on travel. 

Outlooks: Zane, your boyfriend at the time, was your initial travelling companion but 
Walter from Buenos Aires was the love in your life by journey’s end. How did this 
evolve? 

Archer: Well Zane was really my first love and we met in Portland and knew each 
other’s families. We had so many years under our belts that it’s really hard to give that 
up. Especially when you’re young and you imagine you're going to be with your high 
school sweetheart forever. Of course we were so wrong for each other—absolutely. 
The book begins with the nature of our relationship and it just goes downhill from 
there (laughs). We tried to break up several times and then | followed him to Brazil 
and then we broke up in Columbia and it’s the story of our relationship. We weren’t 
adverse to seeing other people and when | got to Buenos Aires | met Walter—this 
kind of label queen—that | fell for. He was willing to make fun of me all around the 
jungles and he’s really down-to-earth and it worked. 

Outlooks: Are they both still in your life? 

Archer: They are.... Zane reluctantly, he Knows about the book, he has the book 
but he’s afraid to read it! (Laughs) For good reason he knows everything that’s in 
there. He made me change his name before it was published. Currently, Walter is in 
Argentina trying to inch his way through the book with a Spanish/English 
dictionary...bless his heart! 

Outlooks: You were travelling for the Millennium New Year’s Eve. How did you 
spend it? 

Archer: We figured everyone would be partying and boozing it up in Buenos Aires. 
We took the subway downtown but we weren’t sure where the party was going to 
be. We thought instead of Times Square there would be a party at the Pink Palace 
there—the Casa Rosada—Zane was wearing this big foam hat and | had on this 
sequinned shirt, feathers on my head and glitter all over my body. We came out of 
the subway and saw all these solemn people with candles in front of the Casa. We 
were all sort of ‘where’s the party?’—donde esta el fiesta—and it turned out they 
were mourning for the disappeared people from the dirty war after the dictatorship 
in the late ‘70s. So that was kind of a downer for us. A reality check about what’s 
really important in life on holidays and times of remembrance, you know. 

Outlooks: A New Year’s Eve to remember? 

Archer: Well, | had a cigarette, my very first cigarette ever! Sometimes certain dates 
that we use in America to party on, can also be used by others for reflection about 
life and values. 

Outlooks: You were waiting tables to earn money but you didn’t speak any Spanish 
so how did you manage to serve customers? 

Archer: Well, | had to go up to the tables and ask them what they wanted but | 
didn’t even know how to say, ‘have you decided?’.(laughs) | was hoping that they were 


going to point at the menu for me, but | 
was forced to learn things very quickly. It 
was good for me. 

Outlooks: Where did you traverse the 
world’s most dangerous road? 

Archer: That’s the Bolivian road from Le 
Paz to Coroico which was before the 
Amazon lowlands, | believe. It’s this cliff 
with a narrow road with only one lane for 
traffic but they allow two-way traffic up and 
down it, meaning every curve in the road is 
life-threatening. If you run into a truck 
coming the other way you just hope you 
can stop in time. There’s an accident once 
every two weeks! You might be backing up 
to let the other truck through and your 
vehicle just goes over the edge and 
everybody dies. You see crosses and 


ride of your life! Its hard to notice the 
beauty when you’re fearing for your life. 
(laughs) 

Outlooks: Who was the ‘Pink Lady’ and 
| don’t mean the popular gin cocktail? 

Archer: Oh, her name is Patricia and | 
really wonder what happened to her.| hope 
somebody that reads the book goes back | 
down to Puerto Natales in Chile and finds isa 
her to see how she’s doing. She’s a Chilean ‘5 
woman who runs a hostel out of her house fF * } 
which is made of aluminum and she’s 
painted it all pink and her clothes are all pink 
even her platform shoes are dipped in pink 
paint. She was very different and vibrant— 
not just because of the colour—in a land 
where people are very conservative in the way they dress and act. She certainly didn’t 
have many friends in the town and gay travellers certainly identify with Patricia! 

Outlooks: Speaking of gay travellers, what special memories do plantain bananas 
have for you? 

Archer: (laughs) It was a brief torrid affair....(laughs again) They definitely had me 
running out of Bolivia. It’s pretty desperate when you haven't had sex in so long that 
you actually go to the local market and hit-up the produce section. (laughs) And then 
the lady that’s selling the fruit tells you not to molest her bananas. You know how 
people knock on cantaloupe to see if it’s ripe? Well | was just groping her bananas! 
(laughs) 

Outlooks: Obviously you kept a journal while you were travelling but how did this 
transition to your new book? 

Archer: It was interesting. When | got back | was writing a few stories that were 
like encapsulated vignettes from the journal. Some of them were so important and 
poignant for me that | wanted to be sure | never forgot and the stories were a good 
way to do that. | only imagined a few travel essays here and there. Then | met an 
editor, Michael Luongo, who suggested | put together a book proposal. So | did that 
and actually it turned very easily into a book. They are vignettes and you can read 
each chapter as a complete story by itself. When | did put it all together it was 
interesting to see the over-arching memoir from the beginning with Zane and to the 
end where he showed up again, completing the circle. 

Outlooks: You’ve acted in several movies but Slutty Summer seems to have been a 
surprise success for all concerned. Was it really shot in two weeks in new York? 

Archer: Yes, oh yes. And the spin-off A Four Letter Word was shot in seventeen days. 
When you have a low budget and you have locations for free you have to use them 
overnight and it’s a lot of sacrifice and sleepless nights but it’s worth it. Otherwise it 
wouldn’t be made. There’s no money in independent films. It’s all about one take and 
hurry along. 

Outlooks: Your character Luke was a part written for you by Casper Andreas and 
it could be said that Luke puts the ‘Slutty’ into the title. How much of Luke is Jesse? 

Archer: Oh! (Laughs) I’ve heard this question before...I’m flighty and | like to get 
around, | have issues with 9-5 and growing-up or responsibility, so | think Luke is 
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somewhat like that. | also don’t feel—as 
does Luke—that intimacy necessarily has to 
do with being in a monogamous 
relationship or even knowing somebody’s 
name. | think society has made monogamy 
into something it doesn’t have to be. But | 
differ from Luke because | don’t think he 
would cut worms out of the bottoms of his 
feet while travelling in South 
America.(laughs) 

Outlooks: The spin-off movie, A Four 
Letter Word, you co-wrote with Andreas and 
how did that come about? 

Archer: At the end of Slutty Summer my 
character Luke says ‘..of course everybody 
wants to fall in love..? so in the new 
screenplay we wanted to sort of expand on 
that. | wrote a bar scene and Andreas liked 
it and said, ‘great let’s continue together: So 
we did.We didn’t want a typical Hollywood ending but Luke definitely falls in love and 
the rest you have to watch the movie to find out! 

Outlooks: Now in this movie you co-star with Outlooks columnist Charlie David. 
How was that? 

Archer: Oh, Charlie’s fantastic! He’s a pro, he knows all his lines and even though 
| wrote them, sometimes | didn’t even know my lines. (Laughs) To know Charlie is to 
love him! 

Outlooks: You seem to be a free spirit and unencumbered by materialism, yet Ayn 
Rand with her capitalistic viewpoints is one of your favourite authors. How does that 
fit with Jesse? 

Archer: | don’t know, maybe I’m a contradiction! (Laughs) But contradictions are 
interesting, right? | do enjoy her work and it was ironic as | was reading her book 
Atlas Shrugged along the Amazon. | appreciate her philosophy that if you take care of 
yourself first then everybody would be alright. And she’s also very into the 
importance of being a productive member of society. | try to be productive, follow- 
through on my projects and achieving goals. Whether that’s writing a book or running 
a marathon. It’s an important principle to follow. 

Outlooks: Rumour has it that your theme song is Celia Cruz’s ‘Life Is A Carnival’-— 
True or False? 

Archer: True. | love that song. It’s upbeat, it’s fun and with the trumpets it’s alive! 
Life is a carnival and actually that’s one of the chapters in my book. | love the ups and 
downs, it’s a roller-coaster but | love it! 

Outlooks: Your favourite actress is Rosalind Russell, is that because you identify 
with Auntie Mame? 

Archer: | most certainly do! (Laughs) Yes, | love her. If | were to be anyone I’d want 
it to be Auntie Mame, yes, but with a big dose of Mae West! Gotta love her! Life is a 
banquet and enough good people are starving to death! 

Outlooks: Years ago Hollywood casting directors thought that you were too gay 
for gay roles in movies so what would you say to them now? 

Archer: | would say to them what | would say to anyone...just be yourself and make 
it happen for yourself. 

Outlooks: So what’s next for Jesse, kayaking the arctic passage or another Luke 
movie? 

Archer: | look forward to an unscripted future. I’m going to take advantage of 
opportunities that present themselves and if they don’t come my way I'll make some 
for myself. (Laughs) W 
For more information or to order a copy of Jesse’s book You Can Run visit: 
jesseonthebrink.com 
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Outs SYNCHRO Fridays 
ao ul October 19 at Andy Pool Hall 


Daily Specials 


SUNDAY $2.25 SHOOTER SPECIALS 

MONDAY $4.50 COOLERS AND IMPORT BEER 
TUESDAY $2.25 DRAUGHT 

WEDNESDAY $4.00 DOMESTIC BEER & HIGHBALLS 
THURSDAY $5.50 DOUBLE HIGHBALLS 


Massey DJ Denise Benson 


ON-STREET PARKING AVAILABLE 24/7 
CALGARY'S OLDEST GAY OWNED & OPERATED BAR! 


: Contact Jonny at 
A : jonny@beyondchurchstreet.com : 
° : and he'll see about covering it : 
: in Out & About. : 
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Ronnie Burkett’s 
Q2-Inch Woody 


When you’re Canada’s foremost puppeteer, it’s not easy to outdo yourself. 
Perhaps that’s why Ronnie Burkett and his Theatre of Marionettes, in Montréal 
with | 0 Days On Earth, have been pulling all the right strings for over two decades. 


By David King 


“If you look at any puppet book,” muses the defiant Burkett, “it says do not have 
stairs on a marionette stage. So for this show, | created two sets of them”. 


Renowned for his adult worlds of puppetry (and we're talking some naughty 
characters), Burkett’s notorious for bending the rules. It’s a risk that’s worked so 
much in his favour, it’s catapulted his career to international acclaim. Burkett’s 
decor for !0 Days On Earth, an aged arts and crafts house of tiger oak that shifts 
into various locales, comes complete with stained glass accents—an eye for detail 
matched only by his magnificent puppets. Counterbalanced along spines not 
dissimilar to the human form, Burkett’s marionettes flow, and they do it so darn 
well, they've been used as examples for movement in acting classes. 


In 10 Days On Earth, Burkett returns a sense of simplicity to his vision; he 
readily admits that lately, that’s been a healthy soup for the soul. Taking a brea 
from unraveling, complex narratives that permeated works like Provenance and 
Happy, |0 Days On Earth explores the well of loneliness and the rise of independ- 
ence via two parallel storylines. At its core is Darrel, a developmentally 
challenged, shoeshine lackey orphaned by a deadbeat dad and his mother’s recent 
passing. Darrel’s coming of middle age, told in memory, is interspersed with his 
own childhood story, that of Honey Dog and his obnoxious sidekick Little Burp. 


As in all of Burkett’s works, expect some unusual underdogs in 10 Days On 
Earth, including Darrel’s urine-stained friend Lloyd the Lord (whose so convinced 
he’s God the audience might be too) and an unseen queer character that Burkett 
jokes is definitely a “big gay bear”. 


“In this case,” says Burkett, “the mother preps the son throughout his life to 
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Ronnie’s Puppets 


essentially be alone, for that moment when she won't be around. In a small way, 
| think that’s what families should do: raise children to stand alone. But in a bigger 
way, it’s society’s responsibility that we push each other to stand alone. What’s 
lost is our stability. There is no sense of us anymore. | don’t want to trash any 
generation, and there’s certainly a sense of global concern in that easy, leftist, 
liberal, comfortable way, but let’s face it, we’ve lost the concern for that guy in the 
street”. 


However Freudian its premise, !0 Days On Earth is no more personal to 
Burkett than previous creations, but as he observes, its resonance became closer 
to home as it developed and toured Canada last season. 


“| first got the idea for it after observing an incident between an interdepen- 
dent elderly woman and her middle-aged son,” reflects Burkett. “What stayed in 
my head remains in the essence of the piece: if you were alone but didn’t know 
it, would you feel lonely? Today, in our sea of people, we’ve become increasingly 
invisible, a world of iPods where communication often just means chatting on 
your cell phone. And if you’re different, or perhaps marginalized, you completely 
disappear”. 


In exploring Darrel’s isolation, Burkett inevitably had to fire himself. After years 
of co-starring with his own marionettes, losing his place on stage and stepping 
into the wings (or in this case, above them) became one of the toughest choices 
in his career. 


“It was such a hard decision to make,” recalls Burkett, “and it terrified me to 
my core, because | actually began to think I’m not good enough to just let the 
puppets do it, that | needed to go down there and mug with them. It also meant 
they’re suddenly on ninety-two inches of string, and that’s a whole different 
machine when you’re working with their response times. Now | feel like | couldn’t 
have made a better choice”. 


In trusting his marionettes to speak for themselves, Burkett’s actually acquired 
a renewed confidence in his own self these days, reacquainting himself with why 
he fell in love with puppets in the first place. 


“I’ve resisted technology over the years but | do have a better handsaw now,’ 
Burkett jokes. “I stopped using fiberglass early on, and | eliminated other toxic 
materials, but for me, it’s less about today’s technology than trial and error, exper- 
imenting with jointing, and finding different approaches in my control”. 


For his in-progress Billy Twinkle: Requiem for A Golden Boy, Burkett’s taking “back 
to the basics” to extremes: for the first time, he’ll create characters from paper 
maché. It might seem a little juvenile, but as Burkett stresses, the century-old 
material was once actually used to make trays and furniture as flawless as porce- 
lain, and after experimenting with paper maché all summer, he’s up for the 
challenge. As he returns to his roots, it’s clear life is never ordinary between the 
fingers of Burkett. 


“An eighty-year old puppeteer in Los Angeles just called me to say ‘get your ass 
down here’,” says an excited Burkett, “so it looks like I’m heading down to make 
a burlesque puppet stripper that needs to shed five layers of clothes”. 


10 Days On Earth plays Place des Arts’ Cinquiéme Salle, Montréal, November 
8-10 and 13-17. 9 


For information and tickets, visit http://www.pda.qc.cal/splash.spec.en. html. 


David King is a freelancer in arts, culture and travel, and the Artistic Director of 
Montréal’s OUT Productions (out.ca). 


Chipping Away At Oppression 


While we hear plenty about those who dwell in the House of Commons, we 
don’t often hear much about those who dwell in what they traditionally refer to 
as the Other Place. Just down the halls of the Centre Block, past the Hall of 
Honours and the Rotunda, is Canada’s Upper Chamber. 


Nancy Ruth was appointed to the Senate in March of 2005 by then-Prime 
Minister Paul Martin, making her Canada’s first openly lesbian Senator. Though 
she was appointed as a Progressive Conservative—essentially an Independent in 
a political game Martin played in order to ensure enough opposition Senators 
were in place while not wanting to give a boost to the present-day Conservative 
Party—Senator Ruth later joined the Conservative caucus in March of 2006, 
which also makes her the only out Conservative presently. 


“Both my grandfather and father were members of Parliament, so | grew up 
around politics,” Senator Ruth recounts. “In fact, myself and two of my three 
brothers have run. None of us have ever succeeded, so needless to say it was 
very nice to be appointed.” She chuckles at the mention. “We've always had an 
interest in public policy. We grew up in a family that was essentially Methodist 
too, United Church, so there’s always been a tradition of public service—trying 
to leave the world in better shape than when you came into it—so that’s a driver 
within the family and for all of us, and we manifest that in different ways.” 


“| encountered feminism in 1968, and that has become my major driver, the 
framework around which | look around the world and see issues including queer 
issues,” Senator Ruth recounts. “Since | came from a family of white privilege, | 
was able to have some choice in how | chose to work—more choice than most 
people. | worked in various parts of the church in the broadest sense.” Ruth 
worked largely with the United Church both around Canada and abroad— 
Holland, Indonesia, Israel and Palestine. “l spent almost twenty years outside the 
country, or in and around, or at least outside of Ontario. But what I’m mainly 
known as is a feminist philanthropist and a founder of LEAF—the Women’s Legal 
Education and Action Front.” 


Senator Ruth has co-founded several feminist and women’s groups, and has sat 
on a number of boards, including the founding board of Toronto’s Casey House. 
While her causes include the prevention of violence, fair trade, and poverty, to 
name a few, they all have a common point. “Those are all feminist issues,” she 
says. “Poverty and violence—everything you do in the feminist world is geared 
towards that in the end, whether you do it through the law, or health, or 
whatever else.” 


“My first level of discrimination is as a woman, and | view the world through 
those eyes. My second level of discrimination is as a queer. And | think that levels 
of discrimination change on context and who you are—skin colour, disability, age, 
all that stuff. For me, the queer movement historically has been driven by white 
males. For me, | have to watch out for oppression, because it’s only with a fair 
bit of struggle that lesbians have been able to wade their way in. So | am much 
more a women’s rights activist than | am a queer activist.” 


Though the two do intersect, it can create problems for Ruth. “When same- 
sex marriage came up, | was really angry about it, because | had been one of the 
founders of LEAF, and we had gone to the Supreme Court and other levels of 
courts over and over again to push the equality agenda for ourselves. And here 
was a group pushing another agenda—this was not a group that really responded 
to us. The fundamental crux, | think, of all the fights between queers and women 
has been around pornography.’ When she ran in Toronto Centre in 1993, 
Senator Ruth had been hammered because of LEAF’s position on the Butler case 
and the role of pornography. 


“All of LEAF’s work is based on difference,’ she continues. ‘Because subsec- 
tion two of section fifteen of the Charter says that there can be amelioration— 
essentially affirmative action—for those who are disadvantaged, whether it be 
age, disability, gender, sexual orientation, and so on, and it’s based on difference. 
The same-sex marriage fight was based on being treated the same. For me, this 
was an anathema of the years, two decades of work that women fighting for 
equality rights had done.” 


“So same-sex marriage is coming up, I’m sitting as an Independent, | don’t have 
to stand for any party, and | am in the hugest of struggles, because intellectually | 
already know it is a fact of law, but in my heart, | am just so disturbed that white 
guys have once again pushed women out of the box after we already laboured for 
twenty years. And when the Commons passed it, | was actually glad because | am 
queer too, but when it came to us | stood up and | voted for it, but I tell you it 
was one heck of a struggle for me. And it is always something that | will look at 
any time a particular queer issue comes up—who’s running the fight, where are 
women in that? | will always ask those questions because that’s my first level of 
discrimination.” 


In terms of her current 
role, Senator Ruth is 
somewhat philosophical. 
“What do | do in the 
Senate? The answer is 
that | chip away when | 
see an avenue to get at 
issues that affect women. 
My biggest task in the last 
Parliament was to learn 
as much as | could and 
stay on top of the finance 
file, as | was vice-chair of 
the Senate Finance 
Committee.” Senator 
Ruth also served on the 
Standing Committee on 
Human Rights in the past 
Parliament. “I’m forever 
asking questions around 
what | would consider 
feminist [issues]. | know 
it has had some impact, 
because one of the 
Library of Parliament 
researchers, who is the 
researcher for the House 
of Commons Committee 
on the Status of Women, 
said to me that all the 
researchers are coming in 
and saying ‘what does it 
mean when she asks a, b, 
and c, so she told me one day that it’s having some impact and that it’s moved 
itself up and that they are now thinking that there should be some training 
around these issues.” 


Nancy Ruth 


“Senators look at stuff in terms of—well, I’m there for twelve years, so | have 
ten more, so you have a different time perspective,” she says. “I am now working 
around some possibilities for gender-based analysis, because that’s what the civil 
service recognises. It’s actually only one tiny piece of the package, so | need to 
build around it. That the Library of Parliament is looking to do training on gender 
and race and the intersectionality of these things is an achievement. Will it change 
the world? No, but those researchers at the Library of Parliament have huge 
influence on committee structures because they help design all the studies that 
both the Commons and Senate committees do. So in an indirect way this could 
have a large impact over time.” 


“The initiatives I’m taking are small and specific,’ she says. “Part of it is that 
every time that someone appears before me in a Senate committee that they are 
going to get asked around gender, and if there was an issue around queer, then | 
would also ask that.” 


As for her place in the Conservative caucus, Senator Ruth does seem to stand 
out from the modern party. “There are people | don’t agree with,” she says. “I’m 
a Red Tory—always have been, always will be. If you don’t have an economy and 
people don’t have jobs, you have trouble. If you are a country in debt—you have 
troubles. On the fiscal side, I’m quite conservative. On the social side I’m quite 
progressive.” 


Though she gave up not having to deal with party discipline when she joined 
the Conservatives, Senator Ruth has made peace with the decision. “Now | have 
access to Cabinet ministers,” she says. “Il can go up to any Cabinet minister every 
week at caucus. I’d be a fool not to join the government. People are surprised 
that | would join the Reform Party, but | haven’t joined the Reform Party. When 
| went to see Harper, when | first joined the Conservative Party, you go to meet 
the leader and he welcomes you. He asked me why | was appointed as a Senator, 
and | said that | thought it was because | was queer and it was the year of gay 
marriage. | had run against Tim Murphy, who was Paul Martin’s chief of staff, in 
1993—1 wasn’t particularly successful in that election, but that’s neither here nor 
there. And for some reason he made me a Senator. And [with Harper], we got 
into talking about being queer, and | was very clear when | left that interview with 
Harper that these were issues that should not be used for or against a candidate, 
and they were simply what was, and | was quite impressed with his attitude. In 
no way did he exhibit any kind of homophobia—in fact he was fairly pro—that’s 
who you are” -W 
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Zurich 


Snow Covered Peaks 
With Gay Apres Ski 


By Roy Heale 


High up in the Swiss Alps there exists a 
winter wonderland for skiers and a nearby 
gay apres ski nightlife waiting to be 
discovered. As the largest city in 
Switzerland, Ziirich is home to probably one 
of that country’s liveliest gay scenes. Besides 
the action on the nearby slopes, Zirich 
boasts a vibrant gay nightlife, with its clubs 
and bars, and is host to a number of GLBT 
cultural events such as the “Warmer Mai” 
(Gay May) festival, featuring the Swiss gay 
and lesbian film festival, Pink Apple. 

Zirich, situated at the northern end of 
Lake Zurich and encompassing the river 
Limmat, has remained a small town by 
international standards. Yet, this lively city in 
Switzerland offers all the advantages of a 
pulsating international metropolis and 
skillfully combines a cultural environment, an 
historic city, the shopping mile and 
economic banking centre for urban diversity. 

There are numerous ski resorts within about one 
hour’s journey from the city which makes it 
| possible to enjoy a day of skiing high in the Alps 

with memorable vistas followed by a night on the 
» town filled with great dining and partying. 

Renowned for bankers, cheese, army knives, 
watches, chocolate and fondues, you might be 
surprised to discover how gay-friendly Ziirich has 
become and for a city of 400,000 people, the gay 
entertainment options are extensive. Most of the 
gay or gay-friendly accommodations, bars and 
restaurants can be found in the Old Town but there 
are several other gay businesses just a short tram 
ride from one another. 

Starting with some daytime skiing or outdoor 
\ activities there are numerous options from which to 
_ choose just a short drive or train ride from central 
Zirich. Frequent train service from Zurich is 
available to most popular ski resorts and several 
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The Matterhorn 


destinations have trains departing from f 
the Zurich airport. You can either | 
spend a few days in the mountains 
followed by a stay in the city, or you 
can plan several day trips to different 
ski areas close to the city. 

The Alpine resort of Saas Fee is at an 
altitude of 6000 feet and is a small ski village with narrow streets lined by chalets and 
surrounded by thirteen separate mountain peaks reaching 13000 feet above sea level. 
Nearby Zermatt ski region is dominated by Switzerland’s most famous landmark—the 
Matterhorn—and it is known as the country’s best all-round ski resort. These are the 
tallest mountains in Europe, with twenty-nine peaks over 13000 feet high. Some of the best 
winter snow sports in the world are available to outdoor enthusiasts. At these two resorts 
you can cross-country or downhill ski, snowboard and toboggan year round. Both villages 
are vehicle-free and offer a snow-capped wonderland to enjoy. 

Several other ski regions are also within a short journey from Ziirich, including the 
neighbouring ski communities of Arosa and Lenzerheide or Crans-Montana,Adelboden and 
Lenk. All of these Alpine resorts provide a European ski experience that is recognised 
around the world for excellent conditions and breathtaking scenery. Of course, if you have 
the time for a few days in heaven, then don’t overlook St. Moritz—the ultimate Swiss ski 
resort for a century or more—it’s the prime winter retreat of the international jet set, who 
over the years have created a mini-Manhattan of Vuitton and Armani in this stunningly 
romantic setting comprising forest, lake and mountains. 

Winter in Switzerland will be full of memories for the avid skier or anyone who enjoys 
winter outdoors and spectacular scenery, but the gay-friendly Swiss Alps provide a vacation 
wonderland during any season. 

Amidst the cobbled streets plus numerous historic clock towers and steeples, the Old 
Town of Ziirich is a veritable feast for down-to-earth gay aprés-ski enjoyment—after any 
amount of time high up in the Alpine peaks. Approximately thirty businesses make up the 
gay community’s bars, clubs, restaurants, spas, shops and accommodations offering a diverse 
entertainment experience for the gay vacationer. Just remember there’s less oxygen at that 
altitude and you may need a few naps to keep you going through the day and into the night! 
Whether you are seeking the upbeat pop music in places like the multi-level Dynasty Club 
or savoring sophisticated cocktails in the trendy and comfortable Cranberry Bar, if you are 
kicking off a party night or bringing an exciting day to a close, Ziirich’s gay and lesbian bars 
lack nothing in entertainment choices. In a twenty-block radius within the Old Town there 
are almost twenty bars, clubs and pubs to choose from plus a multitude of dining selections. 
The Friends Gaymap is an excellent source for information on everything gay that this city 
has to offer and is available almost everywhere in the Niederdorf district of Old Town. 

Staying gay in Ziirich offers only one choice—Hotel Goldenes Schwert—but most hotels 
are gay friendly and the boutique hotels Adler and Scheuble, located in the heart of the gay 


scene, are extremely 
welcoming to the gay 
tourist. All three 
offer very reasonably 
- priced rooms but the @) 
Hotel Scheuble does 
offer unique sizes 
| and shapes to rooms 
with a _ designer 
_ decor and flair, along 
with exceptional friendly staff. The 
Scheuble also has a wonderful 
restaurant—Tagliatelle—in the hotel 
lobby with a cosy and intimate setting 
for elegant dining on exceptional Italian 
cuisine, specialty pasta dishes and local 
wild game. It is also the location of the 
| daily complimentary breakfast buffet 
for hotel guests. Hotel Scheuble is 
directly across the street from the tri- 
level Dynasty Club, one of the most popular 
_ gay bars in the neighbourhood. The Adler 
_ provides Heidi-style dining in their Swiss 
| Chuchi family restaurant specialising in 
fondues, local dishes and raclette—an 
orgasmic experience for cheese lovers. The 
gay Hotel Goldenes Schwert occupies the 
same building as T&M, one of the best gay 
bar/cabaret/disco venues in the city—dark, 
campy and cruisey. The impeccable Swiss 
hosting style and guest service is 
guaranteed to make your stay memorable 
no matter which accommodations you 
select. 

Whether or not you are a skier, a day 
strolling through the Old Town is a must 
and will reveal the true history of Ziirich. From the sixteenth century silk industry buildings 
on Schipfe, to the Romanesque St. Peter’s oldest parish church—boasting Europe’s largest 
clock face on its tower—to the views across the city and river Limmat from the Lindenhof 
hill amongst the remains of a Roman Fort, or strolling down quaint old world 
Augustinergasse, the Swiss culture and Zuirich’s rich past abounds. There are a multitude of 
merchants, artisans and vendors tucked away in every nook or cranny of the old streets. 
You might come across treats like an Argentinian Vineyard, with it’s own retail store for 
sampling their vintages accompanied by pate, meats or cheeses. The Bahnhofstrasse 
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reputedly claims the most expensive real estate prices in the world, 
and is home to the renowned Swiss Banks, exclusive boutiques, watch 
emporiums and street-side cafes. All of Ztirich’s history and _ its 
contemporary buildings make it a fascinating city to explore. 

Other attractions abound in the Ziirich region. Short train or cable 
car rides offer some picturesque mountain escapes. The medieval 
castle at Rapperswil, the Abbey Church at Einsiedeln, the Rhine waterfalls at Schaffhausen, 
a trip along the Forch railway terrace high above lake 
Ziirich or a visit to the small town of Baden, are all ‘ 
short excursions from the city that afford a unique + 
perspective on life in the Swiss Alps. But an absolute 
must is the twenty-minute train ride to Zurich’s 
Uetliber—the mountain overlooking Lake Ziirich and 
the city—with spectacular views and mountain vistas 
in every direction. The Hotel Uto Kulm is located 
atop this peak and provides excellent refreshments, 
appetizers or entrees as you sit back and enjoy the 
spectacle. Pick up a copy of the Ziirich Leisure Guide 
Map at any tourist office to find information on 
everything the region has to offer an inquisitive visitor. 

Whether you're looking for skiing year-round, hiking 
in the mountains, discovering history or simply fun gay 
nightlife, the Ztirich region offers it all with a very gay- 
friendly resident population happy to welcome the gay 
traveller. 

The altitude might leave you breathless and a little 
light-headed but the scenery will take your breath 
away completely. W 


Roy Heale has been the owner of SuperMarketing for the past twenty-four years and is the founder 
and publisher of Outlooks magazine. He is also a member of the Travel Media Association of Canada. 
Photos by Roy Heale 
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I Love A Man In Uniform! 


By Doug Ross 


It’s no secret that more than a few gay men harbor a fetish for hunky studs 
wearing some sort of a uniform. And whether your own particular favourite is a 
sailor, deliveryman, doctor, military officer or even a sexy fireman with a big 
hose...apparently it’s the iconic image of a policeman that ranks highest on the 
scale of desirability for many. Hmmmm, should we chalk that up to the handcuffs? 
To the nightstick? Or to the fantasy that perhaps that cop in blue could actually 
be gay? 

Well, whatever your own particular reason might be, put your fantasies aside 
and check out this reality instead. There is increased potential for more gay 
officers to be employed by the Toronto Police Service than ever before due to its 
ongoing efforts to end discrimination by leveling the playing field, regardless of a 
potential candidate’s sexuality, ethnicity, gender, religious affiliation, when 
searching for Metro’s newest law enforcement officers. Therefore well-publicized 
recruitment drives that specifically target the GLBT community are held locally 
two or three times per year. That attempt to diversify their ranks is a far cry from 
the past according to Constable Tom Decker, GLBT Liaison Officer who recently 
told me, ‘“Thirty years ago cops were viewed to be our community’s arch enemy, 
but now the force is actively working to become a strong ally.’ Hip-hip-hooray! 


Thus it is now a mandatory requirement that all current employees, as well as 
future Toronto police officers, must receive gay and lesbian sensitivity training. 
That particular program takes place inclusively at all levels—from rookie consta- 
bles to the Chief of Police—and it’s geared to focus particular attention on issues 
involving the GLBT population so that the police force can better understand 
how to serve our diverse community. But let’s keep in mind that lessening those 
tensions and misunderstandings that are perceived to exist between the police 
force and our thriving gaybourhood is a two way street. Therefore tolerance, 
increased awareness and acceptance must be exhibited by both sides of the fence 
if the force’s excellent outreach program is to be successful because essentially 
getting rid of homophobia must equal getting rid of “copophobia”’. 


Which brings me to Reverend Dr. Brent Hawkes of the Metropolitan 
Community Church who works closely with the Toronto Police Service on the 
Chief’s Advisory Committee. This beacon of our community has tirelessly served 
the cause of justice for gays and lesbians for decades, and earlier this year he was 
appointed as a Member of the Order of Canada, which is our country’s highest 
civilian honour. On a global scale he is the first gay activist to receive an award 
of that magnitude. According to newly sworn Auxiliary Recruit Mark Henderson, 
“It was the inspirational Brent Hawkes’ profound influence on me that was instru- 
mental in my decision to reconsider joining the force. | just can’t say enough 
wonderful things about him.” Mark, a former registered nurse at Casey House 
Hospice, is also a hysterically funny performer—he once performed at a 
fundraiser wearing the dramatically oversized lips, long lashes and high-heeled 
pumps necessary to portray the legendary Joan Crawford—told me, “I was 
rejected as an unacceptable candidate when | was 18 years old. But during the 
intervening years—thanks to policy changes, improved alliances and becoming 
acquainted with Brent Hawkes—I was motivated to reapply.’ So after the 
aptitude tests, the “boot camp” and the other requirements were successfully 
completed, how did he feel? “I honestly felt very humbled during the swearing- 
in ceremony. | was really excited to be taking the Oath of Office. Also, my 
partner was unbelievably proud of me as well!” So how fabulous is that? 


But wait a minute! Before you get too hot and bothered about who might 
“hopefully” be inside that tight blue uniform, it’s imperative to stress that the 
Toronto Police Service does not base its hiring criteria solely on who is gay, 
lesbian or heteroflexible since reverse discrimination is not supported either, 
unlike the situation with those heinous parking tickets, there is no quota to fill. 
Therefore all recruits, civilian or otherwise, who do make the final grade are 
those driven, focused, responsible individuals who are committed to upholding 
the letter of the law while safeguarding the public in a protective and judicious 
manner. Although Constable Decker admits, “There is still a long way to go, but 
the Toronto Police Service and the GLBT community are working together to 
build a future that we can beneficially co-exist in.” 


So let’s applaud those concerted efforts with another hip-hip-hooray! 


Please direct any inquiries regarding recruitment opportunities with the 
Toronto Police Service to (416) 808-JOIN. W 
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Jenson Atwood, who plays the role of Griffen on Dante’s Cove, was born and 
raised in South Central Los Angeles. After time in the military, he caught the 
acting bug and was featured in music videos for Destiny’s Child, Toni Braxton, 
Ashanti, Lil’ Mo, Heather Headley and Chante Moore-Kenny Latimore. 


Then people started to sit up and take notice of the impossibly handsome 
Atwood. He played opposite Halle Berry, in Oprah Winfrey Presents Their Eyes Were 
Watching God and has become an audience favorite for his role of Wade on 
Noah’s Arc. Fans of the supernatural soap, Dante’s Cove can look forward to the 
temperature getting even hotter at the Cove when Jensen joins the cast for the 
third season set to premiere on here! network in October. 


Outlooks: This year you joined the cast of Dante’s Cove for season Ill in 
Hawaii. Tell us about your character. 


Atwood: | play the role of Griffen, the bisexual warlock who is a represen- 
tative of the Tresum Council and has come to Dante’s Cove to set things straight. 
No pun intended. 


Outlooks: This is your second role on a “gay” show and this time you play a 
bisexual role. Do you have any concerns about being typecast? 


Atwood: As long as | don’t play the same role I’m happy. The roles of Wade 
and Griffen are very different. As well as Johnny Taylor and Snoop. I’ve been 
blessed to have a pretty diverse career. 


Outlooks: How would you describe Dante’s Cove? 


Atwood: Dante’s Cove is like a gay Charmed but pushes the boundaries of 
what you’re used to seeing on television. 


Outlooks: Your character, Griffen, has a very generous attitude when it comes 
to sex. Basically the world is his convenience store. Was it strange to move to 
such a promiscuous ‘flower-child’ role after the monogamy of Noah’s Arc? 


Atwood: What was strange was creating meaning for things that have been 
created. | know that may sound a little confusing. Like Tresum Magic for example. 
| know this will be a shock to some... but | can’t really do magic. So to make it 
as real as possible was a fun challenge. 


Outlooks: The cast has exploded with new and familiar faces like Jenny 
Shimizu, Jill Bennett, Reichen Lehmkuhl and yourself. Now all the boys and girls 
liked to toss around the football except for you and Reichen... Care to explain 
yourself? 


Atwood: | had a great time with all of the cast. It was torture to watch them 
toss the football around. | love football. But as you know | chose to keep my 
finger nails long for the character. So playing catch would have jeopardized the 
continuity. 


Ok, ok, so basically | didn’t want to break a nail. The first description sounded 
better though. 


Outlooks: What’s it like to act alongside the infamous diva, Tracey Scoggins? 
Atwood: A pleasure. She makes really interesting choices. And | feel I’m a 
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better actor for having 
worked with her. 


Outlooks: You're most 
well known for your role as 
Wade on Logo’s Noah’s Arc. | 
The show was a landmark 
showcasing the lives of gay iy 
African American men. 
What was it like to work | 
on the show? 


Atwood: Working on 
the show felt like being 
with family at times. 
Together we started a 
project we believed in. No 
money involved, just a love 
for the art and a belief in 
each other. 


Outlooks: | thought 
Noah’s Arc was so hot. | 
begged Patrick lan Polk to 
create a role for a skinny 
white boy... ‘Let me be a 
pizza delivery boy or Dude 
playing checkers #2! | 
didn’t care! And now there’s a movie being prepped. Will it be like Rachel and 
Ross on Friends? Will Noah and Wade get hitched? What’s the status of the 
movie? 


Atwood: | wish | knew. | am so out of the loop. From what | understand the 
movie is still moving forward. But | have yet to find out if | will be a part of it. 


Outlooks: |’m sure there will be a stampede of fans throwing a fit if you’re not 
in it! In Noah’s Arc, Wade goes through a coming out process that starts with a 
gay guy and straight guy as friends. Then curiosity takes over... Do you think it’s 
common for straight guys to consider having an encounter with another guy, 
especially in light of gay and alternative culture being so chic right now? 


Atwood: No,| don’t think that’s common for a straight guy at all. But because 
of the gay and alternative culture becoming more mainstream | think it leaves 
room for those who aren’t sure of their sexuality. Or for those whose sexuality 
isn’t as simple as gay or straight. 


Outlooks: There’s a whole DL or Down Low phenomenon that is sometimes 
relegated to the Black and Hispanic community. Do you think with shows like 
Noah’s Arc, the DL Chronicles on here! network and Oprah bringing on fence 
jumpers every fifth episode that there will be a change in the community? Will 
more men just cut the middle ground and come out? 
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Atwood: | think some people feel comfortable in the middle ground. It’s a trip 
how DL has been demonized. | think the question is: why would a man have to 
pretend to be something that he is not? | think it could be easily answered 
knowing the history of our society. 


Outlooks: For some it’s becoming common for both straight and gay 
couples—either married or living together—to seek out extracurricular activi- 
ties on the side. How much does our generation need to adhere to society’s 
traditions—or are we at a place where it’s suitable to set our own rules? 

Atwood: | would like to think living in America | have the right to be free. 
And any union between consenting adults is between those two, those three, or 
however many you can manage to have a productive positive and loving relation- 
ship with. 

Outlooks: ls it hard being one of the most beautiful men in the world? 

Atwood: Thanks Charlie... 

Outlooks: On the set, we joke because you live in South Central, yet sound 
like you’re from Martha’s Vineyard. Is it difficult becoming a success in Hollywood 
and still maintaining your roots? 

Atwood: That's funny. It is difficult becoming a success in Hollywood. But it’s 
easy to maintain my roots. | love my family. And they love me enough to not 
allow me to get lost on Planet Hollywood. 

Outlooks: Who's a better kisser — Tracey Scoggins, Darryl Stephens, Gregory 
Michael or Halle Barry? 


Atwood: Tough competition but Halle takes it! 


Outlooks: We've been playing a lot of poker when not shooting. You’re such 
a sweet guy | can’t imagine you bluffing... which is probably why you beat me. You 
smile and | fold—here, just take my chips! Since we’re almost done, fill me in on 
your most common play: fold, check, or bet? 


Atwood: You know me, Charlie, I’m all in! 


Outlooks: Die-hard fans will know you don’t only act—and possess dimples 
to rival Antonio Sabato Jr—but you also sing. Where can we take a listen? 


Atwood: |’m still at the very early stages of my music project. And | feel like 
things are moving in slow motion sometimes. Soon | should have something 
playing on my web site jensenatwood.com. W 


Charlie David is an actor and co-host of Bump! on OUTtv 
Photos by John Skalicky. 
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By Jonathon Busch 


While it’s no doubt a treat to look forward every year to the annual Loud and 
Queer Festival—Workshop West's | 7-year-running LGBT performance cabaret— 
it is now only the beginning of a string of tasty samples of creative nelly talent in 
our city. This year sees the kick-off of Exposure Queer Arts—an inititiative 
started by former City of Edmonton councillor Michael Phair—which draws from 
a diverse home-cooked stew of writers, actors, filmmakers, artists, and other 
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cultural producers doing their thing in hip and hot venues. 


| recently had morning coffee with Todd Janes and Ted Kerr, festival directors 
and artsy-boys-at-large, to warm up to the details of the festival. Before acknowl- 
edging their matching shoes from Gravity Pope (a supporter of the festival), Janes 
and Kerr shared a glimpse of the line-up of events in Exposure’s run between 
November 23 and December I. 


“We thought [Loud and Queer] was an ideal link and cornerstone from which 
to build the festival,” Janes says. 


This year, Edmonton has been named the Cultural Capital of Canada and Janes 
feels this is a great opportunity to observe the city’s new queer discourse. 


“Is it new?” Kerr asks abruptly. 


Phair, stepping down from his position as councillor after fifteen years, thinks it 
is an appropriate time to bring together a diverse group of people to discuss what 
Janes describes as “energy, activity, and skill” to create a festival. 


“It’s been ten years since [the Delwin Vriend case],” says Kerr, “All these things 
are happening, like we have gay marriage in Canada. It’s not really showing itself 
in our culture, so Exposure is bringing it out of discussion and putting it into 
action.” 


“Edmonton has a rich history of creativity,’ adds Janes who, as a day job has 
been executive director of artist-run centre Latitude 53, “and it’s interesting 
because we're the first queer arts and culture festival in Canada. A lot of people 
think about us as a bastion of conservatism, and we’re more than that.” 


After kicking off with Loud and Queer at the Trans Alta Arts Barns on 
November 23 and 24, the festival gets into gear with an afternoon panel discus- 
sion called Queer Territories, alongside an exhibition of the same name at 
Latitude 53, curated by Janes. In the evening, Fatale, a live reading featuring 
Edmonton writer T.L. Cowan, also at Latitude 53. 


Janes has also curated a program: 


On Monday, three bands—The Wet Secrets, Spreepark, and Knots—will play at 
the McDougall United Church presenting an all ages show that features the usage 
of the sanctuary organ. 


Metro Cinema will host a screening of the lesbian classic Desert Hearts on 
Tuesday night, followed by several local short films. 


On Wednesday night, the Story Slam will take place at the Blue Chair cafe, and 
feature an open mike opportunity for local storytellers. On the same night, A 
Grindhouse is not a Home, an amateur B-movie-themed video competition 
sponsored by the Edmonton Public Library. 


Professor Ann Cvetkovich will speak at the University of Alberta on Thursday 
afternoon, in a talk titled Depression: A Public Feeling Project. In the evening, 
Metro Cinema will host two more films, 533 Statements and The Bubble. Later, the 
Roost will hold an artists’ gathering. 


On Friday, popular drag king troupe Alberta Beef will perform at Prism Bar and 
Grill in what should be a well-attended show. 


Saturday will close the festival with a queer art making session at the Art 
Gallery of Alberta. At night, a crowd will toast the week’s efforts at Rouge, a 
masquerade fundraiser held at the Masonic Hall. 


“In Edmonton, minority groups tell the city about themselves through festivals,” 
Kerr claims, “We're taking it a step further with Exposure, and talking with each 
other.” 


For more information on events, visit exposurefestival.ca. 


If you’re interested in volunteering or donating to the festival, drop an email to 
support@exposurefestival.ca.W 


Jonathan Busch is a student and freelance writer. He lives with his cat Mooshoo 
in downtown Edmonton. 


Image courtesy of artist Amber Hawk Swanson 
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It is November and thankfully we have a rush of positive powerful energy pulsating in 
lucky Sadge through the month. And yet we may find that it is too much of a good thing. 
Don’t gobble when you can nibble. 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

It feels like the world will beat a path to your door this November. And Rambos with a 
“gayme” plan can make considerable strides in their long term goals. It will require sustained 
effort and strategic focus through the month. However most of you would prefer to relax in 
front of the tube in a tryptophan doze. Remember, you snooze, you lose, pal. 


TAURUS = (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

Queer Bulls are the toasts of the town in November. Not only do you attract admirers from 
all walks of life, you also know how to strut your stuff for the greatest effect.And yet, before 
you know it, all this hob-nobbing and elbow rubbing will start to chaff. Working the stump will 
wear you down to a nubby stub.Vote for a day of utter relaxation every so often. 


GEMINI = (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Pink Twins find that their relationships can become all consuming and passionate. That is the 
good part. The difficult part is that November will be a time of crushing work commitments 
that can cause conflict and excess stress and tire you out. Wait until the end of the month 
before you complain however. 


Not only are you especially diligent and resourceful, you can tackle anything that life puts in 
your path this November. Pink Crabs should consider embarking on a long deferred project 
now because not only are they thinking clearly, they are able to easily enlist help. Hurry before 
this energy fades and you are left to your own devices. Do | hear ticking...? 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Enjoy yourself all through November, proud Lion.You are the life of the party and too delicious 
in the eyes of many.All this attention can go to your head where you go more for quantity 
than quality. Don’t try to sample every taste because you can. Perhaps you should find a place 
where you can get a little privacy with you-know-who. Oh but be careful of who you wish! 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

You may find yourself spending more time entertaining at home. But before you send out the 
invitations, there may be a few do-it-yourself projects that need to be handled. Partners try to 
help and have a few home redecorating ideas in mind. They may try to surprise you this 
November. Ah, an orange plastic houndstooth ottoman. How nice. 


2 
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ae CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 
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LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

gues Gay Libras wax poetic all through November. You seem to know just what to say at the right 
time. Instead of fanning the air and hearing yourself speak, why not take up the cause and 
change a few hearts and minds? Not only are you charming, you are also magnetic. Stick to the 
script and focus on the message. Or is it the massage? Rubadub. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

Not only can queer Scorps make a bundle this November, they can put it to good use from 
any major project to any light affair. The secret is to plan your purchasing carefully and 
strategically to see if it will bring you personal value and satisfaction. You don’t have to spend 
big to enjoy big. Sometimes it is true that size doesn’t matter. Rarely—-but sometimes. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 

Your personal stock soars to new heights this November. Don’t let it sit on the shelf and 
eventually go on sale. Plan your best moves, reach out and meet and greet. Not only can you 
change the course of human events, should you choose to do so, you get a little something 
extra in it for yourself. You have a certain je ne sais quois so quois it all over town. 


If you try to stifle certain secrets they will not be contained this November. That is good. Pink 
Caps have a tendency to hold back but you will find that letting things out in the open is not 
only liberating, it is also a huge relief. Once you have cleaned up your act, it will be time to 
dress it up and take it out on the town. Do some early holiday shopping. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 

How much fun can Aqueerians have? Quite a bit this November as compadres get into your 
act and insist that you take it on the party circuit. Don’t be shy and retiring. Expand your social 
world. Join a few new clubs or show your face in a few new, offbeat venues. Not only will you 
have a ball, you may even have two or more. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

Guppies can make their mark in bold strokes this November. This is an excellent time to take 
stock of your life’s direction and either make a correction or forge ahead with all speed. 
Things heat up to a fevered pitch towards the end of the month when you may have to make 
a big decision about your career. Okay, take the promotion and the huge raise. 


sas CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 
AAA 
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(c) 2007 THE STARRY EYE, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. 
Lichtenstein’s blog www.thestarryeye.typepad.comcovers everything new age. Her astrology 
book HerScopes;A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians is an international sensation. Buy it and 
feel the vibration. 
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By Ralph Higgins 


In a stunning example of the ripple in the pond effect, a small pebble of protest 
in a rural high school in Nova Scotia has created a tidal wave of praise and media 
attention that has reached far beyond the province onto international shores. 
What has become dubbed ‘the pink shirt campaign’ began as a simple act of 
support for a bullied school mate. 


On September 5, a Grade Nine student entered Central Kings Rural High 
School in the town of Cambridge in Nova Scotia’s scenic Annapolis Valley where 
he was accosted by a group of male students who ridiculed the pink polo shirt 
he was wearing, “accused” him of being homosexual and the next day threatened 
to beat him up. A terrible way to begin the school year but, unfortunately, a 
familiar scenario for many who have had to suffer name calling, casual cruelty and 
outright violence during their high school years. What happened next, however, 
was unusual. 


Two Grade 12 students, David Shepherd and Travis Price, heard of the incident 


— 


HEY JACKIE, GOT YOUR TICKETS FOR 
THE NEW MADONNA TOUR YET!? 


“HONEY, IF I WANT TO WATCH SOME Gir - 
MIDDLE-AGED WOMAN WITH A 

BAD DYE JOB, TOO MUCH MCE 
MAKEUP, AND ‘70S 
DISCO-WEAR MAKE A 
FOOL OF HERSELF, 
ILL JUST GO 
CLUB-HOPPING 

WITH MY MOM!” 


“I SURE DO/ 


PRESENTS LARGER-THAN-LIFE 
DRAG SUPERSTAR 


Jackie 
Beat 


ANSWERING YOUR 

QUESTIONS ABOUT 
IMPORTANT GAY 
TOPICS TODAY... 


DAMN, JACKIE. 

My STYLE IS FREE 

AN’ EASY! I’M ALL 

“BOUT GETTIN’ IT 
WHEREVER AND WHEN- 
EVER... AND SAFE SEX IS, 
LIKE, A TOTAL HASSLE. I 
HATE WEARIN’ CONDOMS/ 


“WELL, THEN I HOPE YOU ENJOY 
WEARING THOSE BACKLESS PAPER 
HOSPITAL GOWNS, DEAR/” 
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YO JACKIE, I’M A TOTALLY MASCULINE, 
STRAIGHT ACTING, DL DUDE LOOKIN’ 
FOR THE SAME. KNOW ANYONE? 


BUT I HAVE 
TO WARN YOU, IF YOU 
TWO HIT IT OFF, THIS 
WILL DEFINITELY BE 
A LONG DISTANCE 
RELATIONSHIP... 
YA SEE, HE 
LIVES IN 
VATICAN CITY.” 


JACKIE, I THINK 
DRAG QUEENS 

ARE GROSS. 

AND I DON’T LIKE 
‘EM REPRESENTING 
ME AS A GAY MAN/ 


“REMEMBER, DARLING... 

WE DRAG QUEENS THREW THE 
FIRST BRICKS AT STONEWALL. WHAT 
HAVE YOU THROWN LATELY -- OTHER 
THAN ATTITUDE... AND YOUR LEGS 
IN THE AIR/?“ 


and decided this was not the sort of spirit they wanted their school to have. They 
went to a local discount store and bought fifty pink tees and tank tops. Via the 
internet and by word of mouth they began letting the other students know about 
their plan to create a colourful protest against bullying. The student who had 
been harassed was contacted and asked to wear his pink polo shirt again but he 
was too traumatized and frightened to risk it, so Shepherd and Price made sure 
to keep one aside for him. On the morning of September 7 when he entered the 
school that had become a place of torment for him he was amazed to see a 
virtual sea of pink. Over half of the student population of eight hundred thirty 
were wearing pink shirts, many with slogans, and in what some of his school 
mates described as a powerful moment, his downcast expression turned into a 
huge grin. 

When the story found its way into the local community a huge wave of 
approval began to swell. The local newspaper carried the story, businesses put up 
signs applauding the boys’ actions and soon students from all over the province 
were contacting them about carrying out similar programs in their schools. But 
the surge of interest continued to rise. CBC and a Montréal talk show inter- 
viewed the boys on the radio, newspaper columns were written and congratula- 
tory notes began pouring into the school some from such far flung places as 
Bermuda and Norway. In fact, so many e-mails, letters of support and requests 
for interviews have inundated the school that the boys now laughingly refer to 
the principal as their agent. Ellen DeGeneres has expressed an interest and a 
major Spanish newspaper carried the story. It is interesting to note that while 
some accounts merely mentioned that a student was bullied for a pink shirt, 
others made it clear——as Price and Shepherd have—that the bullying was a 
clear case of homophobia. The sexuality of the student who was victimized by 
the bullies is not known, nor is it important. The pink shirt labelled him as gay in 
the eyes of the bullies. 


At a time when many news reports only mention adolescents in reference to 
muggings, weapons and drugs, this has become the feel good story of the year. 
Amazingly, Shepherd and Price have kept their heads amidst all the media furor 
and when told they are celebrities, are quick to deflect the attention from 
themselves. “We're just two kids who stood up for a cause,” remarked Price in 
one interview. They have made a proposal to the school board for an elemen- 
tary school program to talk about the pain caused by bullying. 


The pink shirt campaign did not go unnoticed by politicians either. On 
September 25, Nova Scotia premier Rodney MacDonald, wearing a pink tie along 
with Shepherd and Travis in attendance, announced that the second Thursday in 
the school year will now be named Stand Up Against Bullying Day. And he signed 
the declaration with a pink pen! 


This story highlights the danger and insecurity that forms part 
of the daily life of many queer youth——or even those perceived 
to be. Studies show that lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual youth 
are much more likely to attempt suicide, their dropout rate at 
school is far above that of other students and they are more 
likely to be targeted for assaults and derogatory remarks. One 
report stated that 97% of students in high school regularly hear 
homophobic remarks from their peers and 53% reported hearing 
them from staff. Difficult to learn in an atmosphere that is hostile 
to you! How likely are you to want to join a sports team, a club 
or get involved in student politics? 


An initiative in New Brunswick is also seeking to address these 
issues. Safe Spaces Moncton, as part of the National Safe Spaces 
Project, is launching the Ally Card program.The rainbow coloured 
Ally Card is used to identify spaces which are safe and judgement 
free. According to their website (safespaces.ca) an ally is 
“someone who accepts, appreciates and celebrates the diversity 
of people and works alongside others to help end discrimination 
and fear. Allies work to make the world a safer space for 
everyone. Ally cards assist GLBTTQ youth in identifying safe 
people to approach to access services and support without 
censoring.” In other words displaying the ally card will tell queer 
youth:You are safe here. Physically safe and also safe to talk, to ask 
for and get information and services, and, most importantly, you 
will be treated with respect. The National Safe Spaces Project has 
as its overall goal “supporting GLBTTQ youth and strengthening 
their ability to live, learn and love safely.” 


com 


CHELSEABoYS. 


One of the safe spaces all young people should be able to 
count on is their school but fear and a feeling of isolation are still 
realities for too many. Yet, as David Shepherd and Travis Price 
have taught us, bullying and discrimination can be challenged in 
simple and straight forward ways and the actions of a few individ- 
uals can have a powerful impact. W 
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Edmonton Fashion Week a Edmonton Aids Walk 


Stantley Carroll Show / September 28 


© 
: Designer 


# Stanley Carroll 


: September 23 


Gise HIV EDMONTON'S ANNUAL Bg f v 
; AIDS WALK FORLIFE ~ 


Keith, Cijay 
& Alex 


Designs: Stanley Carroll 


* Planning an event in Edmonton? Contact jackson@jacksonphotografix.com and he'll Oy 
. about covering it in Out & About. Photos by: jacksonphotografix.com 
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plus GST between Calgary and Edmonton 


800.232.1958 


motor coach on www.redarrow.ca 
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Nestled above the Okanagan Lake. 
Gay wedding packages available! 
Just minutes away from estate 
wineries, world class golfing, great 
stiins! boating, fishing, and casinos. 
iarge pr vate pe 0 and 8 man 
hot tub overlooking the lake 


www.theeaglesnestbandb.com 


1.866.766.9350 


e-mail; eaglesnestbnb@hotmail.com 
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To include your accomodation in this 


feature contact Cap Peters toll free 


888 228 1157 


or email 
sales@outlooks.ca 
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Boana Torre Malibu-condo Hotel,one block fiom GAY beach 


mMeoex<icca 


Each unit has: 
*41 bedroom 

* 2 bathrooms 

* kitchenette 

* living room 

* balcony 

* air-conditioning 
* maid service 


Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 
www.boana.net boana@pvnet.com.mx 
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Tortuga del Sol 


By Roy Heale 


As winter approaches and the 
cold, snowy months are almost 
upon us, it’s time to plan a winter 
get-away to the sun. The ever 
popular and gay resorts in Palm 
Springs are worthy of considera- 
tion by any sun-starved Canadian. 
Especially while the Canadian 
dollar enjoys it’s new-found 
| strength against the U.S. dollar. 

This desert region of California 
has become one of the most popular choices amongst gay vacationers in recent 
years. Once you have visited this developing gay mecca you will understand why. 


The Tortuga del Sol is a gay resort of distinction where the owners—Rick and 
Bob—make every weary traveller feel right at home instantly. It’s an intimate, 
relaxing Palm Springs, clothing optional resort that continues to be recognised as 
the hidden jewel of the desert by the discerning gay traveller. 


With twelve luxury rooms moderately priced, a large outdoor pool, a beautiful 
garden retreat, jacuzzi and more, everything is available for a perfect winter get- 
away. A continental breakfast is included and the location is convenient for every- 
thing that gay Palm Springs offers the tourist. The poolside BBQ is available to 
guests who enjoy some home-cooking while on vacation and there is a firepit for 
use during the cooler evenings. The poolside fog misting system helps to keep 
you cool during the hot sunny afternoons by the pool. 


All Pueblo or Hacienda suites and studios are fully equipped with kitchens or 
kitchenettes which include a_ refrigerator, four-burner gas range, microwave, 
coffeemaker, plates, bowls, mugs, stemware, cutlery and cookware. Pueblo & 
Tortuga rooms are equipped with small refrigerator, microwave and coffeemaker. 
All the rooms have pillow-top king or queen beds colour cable televison, VCR 
and DVD player, clock-radio, CD 
player, iron and ironing board, FE” FF = 
robes, hair dryer and bath 
amenities, plus data ports for 
internet connections. All of this 
makes for a complete holiday 
home-away-from-home in luxury 
surroundings. 


Guests have access to the 
mainstream and adult video 
library and private free parking 
on-site. There is also a computer 
with internet for use by guests | 7 
who prefer to leave the lap-top 1 bh ry a. 
at home when on vacation, plus 2) daa 
a special pet friendly accommodation service for those who cannot leave their 
four-legged friends behind in the cold. One suite is designed for this and reser- 
vations are a must to avoid disappointment. 


From the moment you walk through the gate you will immediately notice a 
calm, relaxing feel. Many first time guests comment on the “good karma” feel 
when they enter the resort. Owners Rick or Bob will give you a tour of the 
facility before showing you to your room and they are a wealth of information 
about the local gay scene, attractions or great places to dine. 


Both singles and couples are welcomed and there is always a good mix of both 
at the resort. Day passes are not allowed at Tortuga del Sol which ensures that 
the pool and amenities are never overcrowded plus you are guaranteed a relaxing 
vacation. 


The resort is owner-operated and the proprietors live at the resort so you can 
be assured that they will do everything in their power to make sure your stay is 
a comfortable and memorable one. 


So this winter pack your shorts, sun-tan lotion and sunglasses then head to the 
warmth in Palm Springs where your hosts at Tortuga del Sol are ready to give you 
that much needed escape from the snow! 


tortugadelsol.com 
715 E San Lorenzo Rd, Palm Springs, CA 92264, USA 


(760) 416-3111 palmsprings@tortugadelsol.com 
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"A Church St. village 
Bed & Breakfast 
www.megilibb.ca 


416.351.1503 
itt oh 8774580.5015 


177 Frank Street Ottawa, ON Canada a 
110 McGill Street 


613.688.2753 - 877.580.5015 
TORONTO 


Please visit our associate property in 


Toronto's Gay Village at www.mcgillbb.ca 
WITH US, YOU ARE IN THE CENTER OF EVERYTHING GAY. 


rideauinn2005@rogers.com 


Telephone +41 (0)44 268 48 O00 
info@scheuble.ch 
www.scheuble.ch 
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888-541-3777 
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palmsprifiget@ tortugadelsol.com 
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Planning an event in 
Calgary? Contact Cap at 
: cpeters@outlooks.ca and : 
: he'll see about covering it in * 
Out & About. : 
Photos by: Cap Peters 
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Positive Space 


National Coming Out Day 
October 10th 
at Mount Royal College 


CALGARY 
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accommodations 


ROOMMATE WANTED 
Looking for Flight Attendant to share 
a d/t condo in Calgary. $700 per month 
which includes fully furnished room 
with TV, DVD, VHS & stereo. $250 
DD. Call Richard at 403-228-1512 


204 
accommodations 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


11" Street 
Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 10 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 
//WWW.11STREET.COM 


vacation rentals 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 


206 


vacation rentals 


equipped, Ocean Views from 2 


pool, maid service 6 days/ wk. 


Puerto Vallarta 
South Side Old Town, 2 
Bdrm condo - 1/2 block 
directly above Blue Chairs / 
Los Muertos Beach! Fully 


balconies, full use of private 


Walk to all bars, 
restraunts,shops. 
Call Rob 403-210-0093. 
Wwww.casaensuenopy.com 


305 


Best DVDs for sale and rent! New 
releases and hard to find classics. 


EXPRESS 
VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper 
Ave., Edmonton,AB ys. 
TSK ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 
E-mail: exec.express @shaw.ca 
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Collectibles for SALE 


Queer Elizibeth 11 silver jubilee coin, 
stamp and first day cover collections in 


MINT condition. From all 


Commonwealth countries in a variety 
of denominations. If interested please 


e-mail: adanddesign @shaw.ca 
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401 
Edmonton massage 


Experienced registered massage 
therapist. Specializing in relaxation 
and pain relief massage. For appt. 
phone Dwayne (780) 483-3190 


402 
friends 


FRUSTRATED BY BDSM 
E-MAIL DREAMERS? 

A letter takes more effort, respondents 
are more serious. Experienced Master, 
B/D interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area 
seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks 


slave aged 18-29 prepared to move from 
fantasy to reality. Suggest initial trial 
period (weekend or ? ). Write with phone 
and/or postal address to Box 0899. 
No e-mail! Serious only 


Gay, white, male seeks younger Asian 
gay male for friendship and possible more. 
Must be interested in movies, books and 
travel. Preferably age 18 to 35 and physi- 
cally fit. Send letter and photo to Reply # 
1101 


Looking for a friend in Edmonton who is 
a young gay male age 25 to 39 for fun 
times and possibly more. I am 35 and I 
enjoy theatre, outdoor activities and going 
to the gym. You should have similar inter- 
ests. Reply # 1102 


New to B.C. and looking to make new 
friends. I’m 65 years old, active and very 
fit. Seeking people my own age for social 

activities in Richmond. Reply # 1103 


GWM 23 years old looking to meet 
someone my age in Calgary who is not into 
the bar scene. I’m a university student and 

have to enjoy my entertainment on a limited 
budget. Looking for guys my own age with 


Tall 6’6”, blond, blue-eyed attractive 
young male seeking another tall man for 
fun and friendship, may lead to more 
with the right person. Must be in 
Southern Alberta. 

Send details to Reply # 1004 


Cute Asian Male seeking generous 
sugar-daddy types. I am 23, 5’6”, have a 
gymnasts body and I am very friendly 
and easy to get along with. Looking for a 
good friendship that can lead to long 
term relationship. Reply # 1005 


Shy GWM looking friends. I am 35 
just out and I enjoy camping, swimming 
and most outdoor activities. Looking for 
friends 30 to 40 with similar interests in 

Vancouver. REPLY #0902 


Warm, sensitive, female looking for 
understanding and caring friends between 
ages 45 to 60. I am in my early 40s and I 

enjoy books, poetry, walks along the 
beach and cooking dinner for two. 
REPLY # 0903 


GWM 55, successful businessman, 
well traveled and fun loving. I’m looking 
for younger guys to spend time with 
seeking friendship and possibly more. I 
live in Southern Alberta but can travel. 
REPLY # 0904 


Asian, 23, 53”, 150lbs, swimmers 
build seeking friends and possibly more. 
Looking for guys 30 to 40 for possible 

meeting. I like swimming, hiking, 
camping, dinners at home and the 
movies. REPLY # 0905 


Clean shaven, GWM, 32, seeking to 
meet other guys 18 to 35 for fun times 
and possibly more. I am an artist and I’m 
looking for caring, sensitive guys who 
also enjoy the finer things in life. 

REPLY # 0910 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, 1500 14th Street. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T3C 1C9 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 


Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, similar circumstances. Reply # 1104 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx One block 


from gay beach. Each unit has one 


26 year old GWM in Calgary, looking 
for a long-term relation ship. Looking 
for a GWM 18-35, funny, smart, 
outgoing. Please reply to #0601 with 
pictures & profile. 


Looking for a friend into leather and light 
S&M. I’m mid-forties, 5°11”, 170Ibs, 
shaved head and physically fit. You should 
be similar and live in the Calgary region. 


OuTLpQKs 
ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: 
CHEQUES / MONEY ORDERS 


our.gqxs CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


daily 9am-5pm (CT). 


bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 
conditioning. Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 


PALM SPRINGS CONDO 
Centrally located and available 
monthly or weekly. 
For more information visit 
http://palm-springs.ca or call 
403-616-6425 


Send photo and letter to reply # 1001 


Fit and healthy 57 year old want a good 
relationship with younger guy between 20 
and 30 for fun times. Must able to travel 
and be an aggressive well hung top. Send 
stats and photo to Reply # 1002 


GWM, 55, world travelled, own 
motorhome. Looking for mature man 
for future retirement plans. Reply #0501 


Asian gay male, 45, looking for same 
under 30. Interested in casual friendship, 
possible long-term relationship. Enjoy 
travel, theatre and outdoor activities. 
Send photo and profile to Reply #0602 


Looking for Black or Arab male for fun 
times no strings attached. I’m 45, 5’10”, 
160lbs attractive bottom. Seeking no strings 
attached friendship. Reply # 1003 


CURRENT DEADLINE: November 26th, 2007 


Complete this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 
ids placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my ad 
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402 600 
friends travel services 


Brazil (45.180.96) GWM masculine 
hairy top, Searels 30-40 MAKING VACATION 
‘ : : DREAMS A REALITY! 
NDINS non-slim caring, cuddlish, a * 
: ; : Personalized in home or office 
suportive blond (plus) serious life partner . . P 
travel planning services. Air, 


an Adventure Vacations, Cruises, 
20001-970 Rio, Brazil Resorts, Packages, Hotels, Golf 
Vacations. 

Call Mike at (780) 417-5724 or 
Toll Free 1-866-336-9998 
Travel Cruises and more. 

WE ALSO DO GROUPS! 


Fit, slim, 40’s GWM, looking 
for long-term relationship. 
Seeking similar age male who 
enjoys an active lifestyle and 
keeping fit. Reply #0502 


404 
dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us 
free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


personal 
announcements 
Wisdom 11:24 “You love everything that exists 
and hate nothing that you have made.” 


God loves you and created you gay. 
www.createdgay.com 
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general personals 


Need to talk? 416-964-6600 or 
1-877-964-6600 
Free, Confidential, Anonymous 


MONTREAL 
Gay classy. Huge and thick 9” uncut. 
Versatile, awesome body, sexy. 
Available for hot sex! 
Very Open! Located in Montreal’s 

Gay Village. 24/7, In/Out call’s $150 

downtown Montreal 
514-686-5999 / 514-686-5XXX 


PLEASE 


510 
eee SUPPORT OUR International Gay & Lesbian Football 
MARRATGE PREPARATION ADVERTISERS. Association - World ¢ 


THEY MAKE 


for Same Gender Couples 
10-hour small group seminar for 
couples considering marriage, offered by 
the United Church of Canada and facili- 
tated by community members who are 
professional counsellors. November 16 
& 17. Seminar begins Friday evening, 


OUTLOOKS 
POSSIBLE! 


September 23rd - 29th BuEnee Aires. 
Photos By Kimberly Hadley 
Canadian Soccer Referee (Alberta) 
http://www. iglfa.org/home.htm 


concluding late Saturday afternoon. Pre- 

registration required. Cost: $175/couple. 
Contact: 403-294-0378 or 
www:pastoralcareunited.ca. 


November Guest Speakers: 


Joel Bray & Rosalie Jones 
From investors Group Calgary 


Join us the first Thursday of each month from 5-7pm at MoneyPennies 
1742 10th Avenue S.W. Calgary 


Wanted: PERS SHOPPER tos tour next meeting 


For More information on upcoming sp ers visit us on-line at 


www.CalgaryNetworkingClub.com 


November 2007 29 


December 7 & 8 at Studio 303 


30 November 2007 


Calgary 


10th Season! 
Queer Nation. 


Queer Creation Toronto 


London 


Info & tickets: 
out.ca 
514.409.B-OUT 
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Featuring: Dean Monroe, Tamas Eszterhazy, Marco Sanchez, Rod Stevens, 
Dewon Williams,Lucien Dickson, Mad Stefano, Derek Lyon, Julio Carrillo, 
Manual Martinez, Sylvester Valentay, Thomas Vodnik, Antonio Moura, Mickey 
Caabalo 


Running Time: |30 minutes 


He’s rich, he lives in a Mediterranean-style villa overlooking the ocean and 
he’s a bitch. He’s Dean Monroe and he enjoys his lifestyle taking advantage of 
his wealth to rule over his friends and employees. He thinks he’s superior to 
everyone and rules like a tyrant, especially when it comes to his two gorgeous 
houseboys—Sylvester and Thomas. 


On this particular morning he seems to have woken up angry and demands 
that the houseboys have his breakfast ready in twenty minutes when he will be 
finished showering and getting ready for the day. But Sylvester and Thomas are 
tired of his demands and reluctantly begin making his breakfast. While mixing 
the eggs for a breakfast omelette their anger takes over and they both need a 
release for their frustrations. Early morning kitchen sex seems to be the 
answer and immediately their speedos are showing very large bulges straining 
for release from their tight swimwear. These two sexy men know just how to 
ease each other’s tensions and their climaxes provide an extra special ingre- 
dient for their boss’s omelette. To their delight they have found a way to seek 
revenge on Munroe’s angry tantrums. 


Unwittingly Munroe enjoys his breakfast and then starts giving orders for his 
upcoming twenty-fifth birthday party. He puts Sylvester in charge of this annual 
event. He wants to make sure that this year it will be different and special to 


Ottawa 
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Featuring: Lucky Taylor, Johan Volny, George Basten, Tom Tay, Steve Vulcan, 
Brad Holby, Joey Canon, Ron Manner, Johnny Hunter, Matt Woody, Max Fonda, 
Filip Dean, Clif Harper. 


Running Time: 94 minutes 


Every boxer learns how to relax after a long, hard training session but these 
young athletes prove they can relax as hard as they fight. Getting ready for the 
definitive fight in the boxing ring takes plenty of practice and training which 
these muscular young men take seriously. Lucky Taylor and Tom Tay have their 
loyal helpers to relieve any stress they have, and from the amount of body rubs 
they receive, the tension is evident. The constant rivalry in the boxing ring 
between Lucky and Tom is about to be tested in an important match. 


Lucky has Johny and Johan there to help him wind down after his training 
session. The relaxing soon proves to be harder than the training. Lucky relieves 
his built up tension in a heart pounding threesome where Lucky takes full 
advantage of Johnny’s lean muscular body while Johan ensures every muscle 
on every body get’s a full rub down. 


Tom Tay is alone in the shower after his stiff workout and seems to be 
enjoying his own personal form of relaxation when Joey Cannon spots the hot 
action. Tom doesn’t see him in the locker room so Joey takes great pleasure in 
caressing Tom’s sweaty underwear and the aroma arouses all of Joey’s senses. 
Just at that moment he is caught in the act by Tom who drags him into the 
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Vancouver 


604-677-2424 


Winnipeg 


204-480-9898 
416-281-8888 
919-679-9999 
613-566-2000 


GAY? Bl? curous7= 
CA's CHAT WITH HOT LOCAL GUYS!) 


toil Free: 1-877-628-9696 
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780-665-6666 
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impress all of his friends. He dismisses Sylvester and begins phoning 
to make sure they are all coming to his celebration. Reluctantly they al 
but mostly because he’s rich and it will be a good party. 


When the big day arrives Monroe is relaxing by the pool while th 
boys make all the preparations. However, two handsome young stud 
and Dewon—-sneak up on Monroe and kidnap him, throwing him in + 
of their car and transporting him to a secret location. Monroe is 
when they are safely at the remote location it seems as though his kidi 
have sex on their mind and Monroe is to be the plaything for 
antics. Of course Monroe makes the best of a bad situation and allows 
to be used in every possible way as these two hunks take control 
three are spent from their sexual escapade they wish 
him Happy Birthday and tell him to get to his party. RATING: 
(OUT OF FIVE STARS) 


The fun has just begun and Monroe leaves with a big 
smile upon his face. 


The birthday party turns into one big orgy and 
Monroe’s twenty-fifth birthday celebrations end with a 
bang. 


Review sponsored by: 
Express Video 
#202 - 11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton 
(780)482-7480 exec.express@shawca 


shower to finish his own personal tension relief with a little help fi 
extra pair of hands. 


When the young water boy Clif Harper is deemed to be underpe! 
at his tasks it’s up to the whole boxing team of five young athletes to 
a lesson. With all six young studs in the ring at the same time it s 
more like a wrestling free for all where every time Clif ends up on the 
This water boy knows how to take it in his stride and seems to be en 
discipline from his superiors. 


On the big day Lucky Taylor wins the fight. But there are no rew 
medals and no party, so it would seem like an empty victory excep 
prize for Lucky turns out to be the handsome and well hung Max. Th 
muscular specimens of manhood prove that it’s not - 
about winning it’s about enjoying the sport. RATING: 

(OUT OF FIVE STARS) 


MUSIC: tokokok 
BODIES: tockcbokok 
ACTION: took | 
SETS: okbook 
STORY: kkk] 


Review sponsored by: 
iaiscreme 


SIZEIMATMERS 


Calgary's Biggest line for Man to Man Action! 


-\\ MORE MEN. MORE VARIETY. 
LIVE AND LOCAL. 
¥\._ ALWAYSHOT. 


| 


al\ us FREE - -code 3208 


403.171. gA94 


Edmonton: 790.418: T122 


1.900. 184340 te ne) ) 
Neaconne 5000006 Youre 12 Vp 29494 srl 
Try Cruiseline Text for free. Text “xtra” to 5FREE - iseline.ca 

50% off with our new member special. Call customer support for more info: 1.877.882.2005 
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1136 10th Avenue S.W. 
Monday to Thursday 12 - 6pm 


Saturday, Sunday & Holidays 12 - 5pm 
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405.229.9777 
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